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THE   ENGLISH    LANGUAGE  AND   ITS   HISTORY 

By  A.  V.  Williams  Jackson,  L.  H.  D.,  Ph.   D.,  Adjunct-Professor 

of  the  English  Language  and  Literature 

Columbia    College 

1  In  preparing  the  syllabus  for  this  introductory  course  all  attempt 
at  exhaustive  treatment  has  been  intentionally  avoided  ;  bre\ity  and 
simplicity  have  been  the  chief  aim. 

2  The  references  at  the  end  of  each  lecture  have  been  lin. ited  in 
every  case  to  four  in  number,  (general  reference  list  follows  lecture  10). 
Lounsbury's  book  is  regularly  cited  and  should  be  procured.  The 
choice  of  the  other  three  cited  under  any  particular  lecture  has  b'^Dr 
governed  by  different  reasons;  sometimes  by  the  simplicity  and 
clearness  with  which  the  special  subject  is  presented,  sometiiues  by 
the  fullness  of  treatment,  sometimes  even  by  the  ease  with  which  the 
book  may  be  procured.     The  practical  view  has  not  been  lost  s'\ght  of. 

3  The  topics  for  papers  under  each  lecture  have  been  limited  to 
three.  In  preparing  a  paper  on  any  topic  suggested,  the  student  is 
requested  to  use  a  7x8  inch  page  ;  to  write  only  on  one  side  and  to 
leave  i^  inch  margin  on  right  for  comments  ;  to  number  eacl.  page  ; 
to  add  on  the  last  page  in  tabular  form  an  outline  of  points  treated  in 
paper;  to  write  name  and  address  with  date.  Above  all,  clearness 
and  brevity  of  statement,  logical  method  of  treatment,  and  sequence 
in  the  arrangement  of  paragraphs  are  requested. 

Lecture  i 
LANGUAGE  AND  ITS  FORMATION 

Language  in  general 

Language  in  its  broadest  sense  :    art,    music,   sculpture, 
writing,  speech. 

The  gift  of  speech 

Man    distinguished  from    the  brute  ;  the  barrier  cf  lan- 
guage. 
Natural  methods  of  communication 

Gesture,  signs,  grimace,  voice.  ^ 
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vi>  '.iculations  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  language 

Ancient  and  modern  views. 

7 he  so-called  "bow-wow,"  "ding-dong"  and  other  theo- 
ries.    Discussion.      Negative  results. 

How  language  is  acquired 

Natural  method,  etc. 

Phonetics 

How  sounds  are  formed. 

The  organs  of  speech  and  their  functions. 

Siund  representation. 

3tci.ges  in  the  development  of  languages 

Isolating,  agglutinative,  inflectional. 
G  reat  language  groups  of  the  world  :  Indo-Germanic 
Aryan),  Semitic,  etc. 

How  words  are  made  up 

11  jots  and  formative  elements. 
Piefixes  and  suffixes. 
Lnguistic  growth. 

Linguistic  phenomena 

Old  and  new  "  shibboleths  "  in  speech. 

Grimm's  law. 

Sound-changes. 

Characteristics  of  the  English  language 

i-'ronunciation,  tone,  accent,  etc. 

References 

(Any  one  of  the  following  may  be  looked  up.) 
Enryclopsedia     Britannica    (gth     ed.)     article    Philology,     pt     I 

(V7hitney.) 
Whtney.     Life  and  growth,  p.  1-75,  265-309. 
Mil  Her.     Science  of  language,  p.  1-237. 
S\s    it.     English  sounds,  p.  1-73   272-280 
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Topics  for  papers 

1  Sketch  of  some  of  the  theories  on  the  origin  of  lan- 
guage. 

2  Organs  of  speech  and  their  functions. 

3  How  words  grow  and  change. 

Lecture  2 
THE  LINGUISTIC  POSITION  OF  ENGLISH 

The  great  groups  of  languages  and  literatures  of 
the  world 

Extent,  character,  interest  to  us. 

Indo-Germanic  (Aryan  or  Indo-European)  family  of 
tongues 

1  Indo-Iranian. 

2  Armenian. 

3  Hellenic. 

4  Albanian. 

5  Italic. 

6  Celtic. 

7  Baltic-Slavonic 

8  Germanic. 

Branches  of  the  Germanic  (Teutonic)  group 

1  Gothic. 

2  Norse  (or  Scandinavian). 

3  West-Germanic  (comprising  Anglo-Saxon, whence  Early 

English,  Middle  English,  Modern   English;  Frisian, 
German,  etc.) 

English,  one  of  the  Germanic  (Teutonic)  languages 

Its  position,  importance,  etc. 

References 
Brugmann.     Comparative  grammar,  p.  1-18. 
Morris.     Historical  outlines,  p.  1-26. 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  article  Philology,   pt  2  (Sievers). 
Lounsbury.     English  language,  p.  1-9. 
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Topics  for  papers 

1  Principal  divisions  of  languages   other  than  the  Indo- 
Germanic  (Aryan)  group. 

2  Sketch  of  the  languages  and  literatures  under  any  sub- 
division of  the  Indo-Germanic  group  other  than  English. 

3  Position  and  importance  of  English  in  the  Germanic 
group. 

Lecture  3 

INTRODUCTION  AND  EARLY  HISTORY  OF   ENGLISH  IN 
BRITAIN 

Early  Britain 

Celtic  inhabitants  of  the  island. 

Roman  conquest  and  supremacy 

Roman  occupation  of  Britain. 

Latin  of  first  stage,  e.  g.  Lan-caster,  Win-chester,   street, 
mile,  wine,  wall,  port. 

Teutonic  conquest ;  English  introduced  into  Britain 

Historic  sketch. 

Linguistic  results  of  the  Teutonic  conquest,  English. 
The  name  '  English  '  (Anglo-Saxon,  '  Englisc  'J. 
Anglo-Saxon  language  and  literature. 

Periods  of  the  English  language 

Convenient  division 

1  Anglo-Saxon  period,  A.  D.  450-1150. 

2  Early  English,  1 150-1350. 

3  Middle  English,  1350-1550. 

4  Modern  English,  1550- 
Other  well-known  divisions. 

References 

Allen.     Anglo-Saxon  Britain,  p.  1-70,  174-201. 

Morley.     English  writers,  vol.  i,  p.  131-64. 

Encyclopsedia  Britannica,    article    English   language  (Murray)   p. 

390-94. 
Lounsbury.     English  language,  p.  14-28. 
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Topics  for  papers 

1  Describe  the  forming  of  the  English  people,  and  its  re- 
lation to  the  language. 

2  Early  Latin  words  in  English,  their  derivation,  meaning, 
and  number. 

3  Characteristics  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  or  oldest  English. 

Lecture  4 

CELTIC,  EARLY  LATIN  AND  SCANDINAVIAN  ELEMENTS 
IN  ENGLISH 

Early  foreign  elements 

Outside  influences  on  Anglo-Saxon  or  Oldest  English. 

Celtic  elements  in  English 

Celtic  languages,  division  and  extent. 
Early  Celtic  elements  in  Anglo-Saxon  English. 
Later  and  modern  Celtic  importations. 
Extent  of  Celtic  influence. 

Latin  of  second  stage  (during  Anglo-Saxon  periodi 

1  Ecclesiastical  words. 

2  General  words. 

Scandinavian ;  some  of  the  elements  in  English 

Danish  invasion. 

Influence  and  borrowings. 

Estimate  of  extent  and  importance  of  influence. 

References 

Skeat.     Principles,  sen  i,  p.  432-80. 
Kellogg  and  Reed.     English  language,  p.  i-ii 
Sweet.     English  sounds,  p.  150-53. 
Lounsbury.     English  language,  p.  29-38. 

Topics  for  papers 

1  Celtic  traces  in  the  English  language. 

2  Linguistic  traces  of  Christianity  in  the  Anglo-Saxon. 

3  Some  English  words  that  show  a  Scandinavian  source. 
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Lecture  5 

THE  NORMAN-FRENCH  CONQUEST  AND  ITS  FAR-REACH- 
ING EFFECTS 

Norman-French 

People  of  Normandy  and  their  language. 
,^\g*     Historic  sketch  of  Norman  conquest. 

First  linguistic  effects  of  the  conquest 

French  introduced  into  England. 
Latin  of  third  stage. 

English  debased 

French    and    Latin    supplant    English  in  church,   court, 

school,  law,  literature. 
Statements  to  prove  this  fact. 

English  and  French  side  by  side 

English  more  and  more  spoken  but  corrupted. 
Statements  of  contemporaneous  writers. 

English  gradually  rises  superior 

Causes:  Primary  (national),  secondary  (literary  and  lin- 
guistic. 

English  finally  triumphs  over  French  in  England 

Contemporary  statements  to  show  how  French  in  England 

became  debased. 
English  everywhere  again  established. 

References 

Weisse.     Origin  and  destiny,  p.  179  seq. 
Shepherd.     English  language,  p.  33  seq, 
Earle.     Philology  of  English  tongue,  p.  41-74' 
Lounsbury.     English  language,  p.  39-65. 
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Topics  for  papers 

1  Character  of  the  French  spoken  in  Normandy. 

2  Testimony  of  old  writers  on  the  relation  of  English  and 
French  at  the  time  when  spoken  in  England. 

3  Chaucer's  linguistic  importance  ;  the  debt  we  owe  him. 


Lecture  6 

STRUCTURE     OF    ENGLISH    BEFORE    AND    AFTER    THE 
NORMAN  CONQUEST 

Summary  of  the  linguistic  situation  before  the  com- 
ing of  the  Normans 

Anglo-Saxon  (Oldest  English)  practically  unmixed. 
Some  foreign  elements  introduced. 

a   Celtic. 

b  Latin. 

c  Scandinavian. 

English  after  the  coming  of  the  Normans 

Norman-French  introduced  into  England. 
English  for  a  time  debased. 
Intermixture  of  the  two. 
Corruption  and  changes  resulting. 

a  Grammatical  (changes  in  phonology  and  inflection). 

b  Lexical  (changes  in  vocabulary). 

Grammatical  changes  after  the  Norman  conquest 

Early  English  period,  1 150-1350. 

1  Phonology  (changes  in  sound). 

2  Liflection  (declension  etc.,  simplified). 

3  Sentence  structure  (syntax). 

4  Order  of  words  (stylistic). 
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Lexical  changes  after  the  Norman  conquest 

Early  English  period,  1 150-1350. 

Influx  of  French  words  during  the  first  half  of  the  14th 
century;  Latin  of  third  stage. 

Character  of  words  introduced;  church,  law,  war,  feudal- 
ism, chase,  etc. 

Losses  in  consequence  of  Norman  conquest 

1  Loss  of  old  Anglo-Saxon  words. 

2  Degradation  of  Saxon  words. 

3  Loss  of  formative  affixes  (prefixes  and  suffixes.) 

4  Loss  in  inclination  to  form  self-explaining  compounds. 

Losses  counter-balanced 

1  By  introductions  from  foreign  sources. 

2  By  the  freedom  with  which  the  same  English  form  is 

used  for  different  parts  of  speech. 

Gains  in  consequence  of  Norman  conquest 

Internal  gains  in  clearness,  precision,  lightness,  and  in 
variety,  richness  and  power  of  expression  (synonyms, 
bilingualism,  etc.) 

Optimistic  estimate  of  the  effects 

The  real  linguistic  importance  of  the  Norman-French  con- 
quest. 

References 
Meiklejohn.     English  language,  p.  212-27. 
Skeat.     Principles,  set.  2,  p.  1-43. 
Morris.     Historical  outlines,  p.  35-40. 
Lounsbury.     English  language,  p.  66-89. 

Topics  for  papers 

1  Sketch  of  the  chief  grammatical  changes  in  English  due 
to  the  Norman-French  conquest. 

2  What  our  English  vocabulary  has  to  thank  the  Norman- 
French  for. 

3  The  use  of  bilingualism,  in  collocations  like   ^  act  (Fr- 
Lat.)  and  deed  {K.  S.) 
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Lecture  7 
DIALECT  STUDIES  AND  THE  EARLY  ENGLISH  DIALECTS 

Dialects  in  general 

Universality  of  dialects. 
Causes  that  give  rise  to  dialects. 
What  is  meant  by 'standard.' 
Tendency  to  unify. 

English  dialects  before  the  Norman  conquest 

a   Northumbrian. 
b  Mercian. 
c  West-Saxon. 
d  Kentish. 

English  dialects  after  the  Norman  conquest 

Three  dialectic  groups  in  Early  English. 

a  Northern. 

b  Midland. 

c  Southern. 
Territorial  division  of  the  three. 
Statements  to  prove  their  existence. 

Characteristics  of  the  northern  and  of  the  southern  dialect. 
Nature  of  the  midland. 

Standard  English 

Development. 

The  so-called  Scotch  dialect. 

Dialectic  influences  in  America 

Recognition  of  dialects  in  our  own  country. 
A  fruitful  subject  for  study  and  investigation. 

References 

Sweet.     English  sounds,  p.  50-59. 
Whitney.     Life  and  growth,  p.  153-78- 
Morris.     English  accidence,  p.  40-47. 
Lounsburv.     English  language,  p.  90-109. 
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Topics  for  papers 

1  What  is  meant  by  '  dialect '  and  '  standard '  and  how 
they  arise. 

2  Development  of  standard  English  from  the  early  dia- 
lectic groups. 

3  Traces  and  explanations  of  any  dialectic  usages  which 
you  may  happen  to  recognize  in  America. 


Lecture  8 

FROM    CHAUCER   TO    SHAKSPERE    AND    LATER;    NEW 
ELEMENTS 

General  remarks 

English  a  cultivated  tongue  after  Chaucer. 
Slight  changes  in  it ;  its  growth. 

Middle  English  (1350-1550);  changes  after  Chaucer 

1  Grammatical  changes  during   Middle  English  period  ; 

quite  extensive. 
a  Phonetic. 
b  Inflectional. 

2  Lexical  changes  during  Middle  English  period  ;  no  ex- 

tensive additions  to  vocabulary. 

Modern  English  (1550-        ) ;  changes  after  Shaks- 
pere 

Subdivisions  and  dates. 

1  Grammatical  changes  during  Modern  English  period ; 

slight. 
a  Phonetic. 
b  Inflectional. 

2  Lexical  changes  during  Modern  English  period;  exten- 

sive   additions    to    vocabulary;    Latin    of    fourth 
stage. 
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References 

Meiklejohn.     English  language,  p.  226-65. 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica,    article    English  language  (Mufay)  p. 

394-401. 
Kellogg  and  Reed.     English  language,  p.  21-24. 
Lounsbury.     English  language,  p.  110-37. 

Topics  for  papers 

1  Chief  grammatical  and  lexical  changes  since  Chaucer. 

2  Latin  of  fourth  stage,  and  how  it  differed  from  Latin 
of  third  stage. 

3  Causes  that  have  contributed  to  the  growth  of  English 
since  Chaucer's  time  ;  mark  the  different  stages. 


Lecture  9 

OUR   ENGLISH    SPELLING,    PRONUNCIATION    AND    THE 
INFLECTIONAL  SYSTEM;    HISTORIC  SKETCH 

Spelling  and  pronunciation 

English  alphabet  and  its  arrangement. 
Representation  of  sounds  at  different  times. 
Modern  English  spelling. 
What  may  be  said  on  spelling  reform. 

Changes  in  English  pronunciation  and  their  rela- 
tion to  the  inflectional  system 

Anglo-Saxon  pronunciation. 
Chaucer's  pronunciation. 
Shakspere's  pronunciation. 
Modern  pronunciation. 

How  our  inflections  have  changed 

1  Noun  inflection  from  Anglo-Saxon  to  Modern  English 

times. 

2  Adjective  inflection. 

3  Pronoun  inflection. 

4  Verb  inflection. 
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Advantages  and  disadvantages  of  Modern  English 

Enormous  gains  that  have  been  made. 
Improvements  still  possible. 

References 
Earle.     English  tongue,  p.  97-188. 
Skeat.     Principles,   ser.    i,   p.   294-343;  ser.  2,   p.   32-43,  126-36, 

170-81. 
Morris.     English  accidence,  p.  55-73. 
Lounsbury.     English  language,  p.  150-262. 

[On  orthography  Our  language  (3  Bondst.  N.  Y.)  and  5/^///«^i,Library  bureau, 
Bost.)  may  also  be  consulted.] 

Topics  for  papers 

1  What  may  be  said  on  the  history  of  English   spelling 
and  on  our  modern  orthography. 

2  Shaksperian  and  Chaucerian  pronunciation. 

3  History  of  the  inflection  of  one  of  our  parts  of  speech. 


Lecture  10 
ENGLISH  OF  TO-DAY  AND  OUTLOOK  FOR  FUTURE 

Our  English  vocabulary 

What  English  of  to-day  has  inherited. 
What  it  has  gained  beside  for  itself. 

Native  and  foreign  elements  in  our  speech 

Rules  for  determining  origin  of  words: 

1  By  part  of  speech. 

2  By  inflection. 

3  By  formation. 

4  By  spelling. 

5  Other  methods. 

Usage  of  our  great  writers 

Approximate  proportion  of  inherited  (Anglo-Saxon,  and 
borrowed  elements  in  the  style  of 
Shakspere. 
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Milton. 
Tennyson. 
The  Bible,  etc. 

Wide  extension  of  English 

Small  beginnings,  great  endings. 
Universality  of  usage. 

Future  prospect  of  our  language 

Inferences  from  the  past  and  the  present. 
Summary  and  conclusion. 

References 

Weisse.     Origin  and  destiny,  p.  468-686. 
Bain.     Higher  English  grammar  (derivation)  p.  202-24. 
Kellogg  and  Reed.     English  language,  p.  79-89. 
Lounsbury.     English  language,  p.  T41-47. 

Topics  for  papers 

1  Examination  of  any  well-known  passage  to  determine 
proportion  of  native  and  foreign  words. 

2  The  idea  of  a  universal  language. 

3  What  benefit,  if  any,  you  have  derived  from  the  course. 

PARTIAL  LIST  OF  AUTHORITIES  REFERRED  TO 

Not  including  periodicals,  nor  works  in  a  foreign  language 

Allen,  G.     Anglo-Saxon  Britain.    Lond.  and  N.  Y.    1884.   Young 

&  CO.  80c. 

Antiquarian  and  linguistic  sketch. 

Bain,  A.     Higher  English  grammar.     N.  Y.  1890.       Holt  &  co.  Soc. 
Especially,  chapter  on  derivation. 
Brugmann,  K.     Comparative  grammar  of  the  Indo-Germanic  lan- 
guages;    tr.  from   the    Ger.  by  J.  Wright.      Strassburg  and  Lond. 
1S88  etc.     Triibner  &  co.  $4. 

For  reference;  standard  in  comparative  studies. 
Craik,  G.   H.     The  English  of  Shakspere  ;    ed,  by  J.   W.  Rolfel 
Best.  1886.     Ginn  &  co.  $1. 

Treats  Shakspere's  use  of  English  in  Julius  Cassar 
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Delbrlick,    B.      Study   of    language;     tr.    from    the    Ger.    by   E. 
Channing.     Leipzig,  1883.     Breitkopf  &  Hartel  (Stechert,  N.Y.)  80c. 
Introduction  to  linguistic  studies. 

Dialect  notes.     Pub.  by  American  dialect  society,  1890  etc.     Gush- 
ing &  CO.  $1. 

English  spoken  in  U.  S.  and  Canada. 

Earle,  J.       Philology  of  the  English  tongue.       N.  Y.  1892.     Mac- 

millan  &  co.  $i.75- 

Useful  information. 

Early  English  text  society.   Publications.    Vol.  1-56.    Lond.  1864- 
Coasult  for  specimens,  dialects,  and  old  English  pronunciation. 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica  (gth  ed.)  article  English  language   (J.  A. 
H.  Murray),     Philology  (W.  D.  Whitney  &  E.  Sievers). 

Consult  for  first  two  lectures. 

Hadley,   James.     A  brief  history  of  the   English  language.     {See 
Webster.     International  dictionary.     1S92,  pref.  p.  29-44.) 
Very  useful  outline;  easy  of  access. 

Kellogg  and    Reed.     English   language;    a  brief  history.     N.  Y. 
1891.     Maynard  &  co.  6oc. 

Extremely  practical  little  book. 

Latham,    R.    G.     Handbook   of   the    English   language.     Ed.    11, 
Lond.    18S4.     Walton  &  Maberly,  $1.50. 

Lounsbury,  T.  R.      History  of  the  English  language.     N.  Y.  1887. 

Holt  &  CO.  80c. 

Most  useful. 

Marsh,  G.  P.     Origin  and  history  of  the  English  language.     N.  Y. 

y^  Scribner,  $3.50. 

One  of  the  older  standard  works. 

Matthews,  Brander.     Americanisms    and    Briticisms   with    other 
essays.     N.  Y.  1892.     Harper  &  bros.  $1. 

Practical  and  interesting, 

Meiklejohn,  J.  M.  D.     English  language;   its  grammar,   history, 
^    iterature.     N.  Y.  1888.     D.  C.  Heath  &  co.  $1.30. 
Convenient  summary. 

Meyei,  G.  H.  von.     The  organs  of  speech  and  their  application  in 
forming  articulate  sounds.     N.  Y.  1889.      Appleton  &  co.  $1.75- 
Valuable  in  phonetic  studies. 

Morley,  H.     English  writers.     Vol.  1-5.     N.  Y.  1887.     Cassell  & 

CO.  I7.50. 

Specially  bk.  i,  ch.  i,  Formation  of  the  language- 


THE   ENGLISH   LANGUAGE   AND   ITS   HISTORY       1 5 

Morris,  R.    Historical  outlines  of  English  accidence.     Oxford.     N. 
Y.     Macmillan  &  co.  $1.40. 

Elementary  lessons  in  historical  English  grammar.     Lond. 

N.  Y.  1888.     Macmillan  &  co.  70c. 

Both  are  practical  books. 

Morris  and  Skeat.    Specimens  of  Early  English  (from  A.  D.  1150  to 
1400).     2  V.     N.  Y.  1887.     Macmillan  &  CO.     I3.15. 

Excellent  illustrations  of  the  language  during  that  period. 

Miiller,  Max.     Lectures  on  the  science  of  language.     2  v.     N.  Y. 

1891.     Scribner,  $6. 

Useful  to  the  linguist. 
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Extensive  material. 
Whitney,  W.  D.     Life  and  growth  of  language.     N.  Y.   1880.     D. 
Appleton  &  CO.   $1.50. 

Important  in  linguistic  studies. 
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